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A subordinate French Commander, General
Nivelle, who had to his credit a considerable local
success in the closing stages of the Verdun fighting,
came forward with a scheme which, he claimed,
would satisfy both desires. It was a complete
reversal of the scheme sponsored by Joffre and
Haig. By one gigantic effort on the part of the
French, the German line was to be pierced by
assault, and a general advance on the whole Allied
front was to confirm the success and drive the
Germans back to their frontier.

Both French and British Governments, deaf to
the warnings of their military advisers, lent ready
ears to Nivelle's arguments. Nivelle was appointed
to replace Joffre as Commander-in-Chief of the
French Armies and himself to conduct the opera-
tion which he had designed. He immediately
communicated his detailed proposals to the
British Gommander-in-Chief. Haig was more
than sceptical. He did not believe that the
German power of resistance had as yet been so
weakened as to admit of their lines being pierced
by an assault of the character which was con-
templated. He doubted whether the French
Army, weakened by its losses at Verdun, and
already at the end of its resources in man-power,
could carry out the gigantic task which was pro-
posed for it. Nor did he believe that the Aisne
area which Nivelle had selected for his attack,
and with which Haig was thoroughly familiar,
was a suitable terrain for an assault in mass.
But, having made clear his view to the French